


What 
would it 
look like 
if…

1000’s of homes and businesses 
had a simple, direct, friendly way to 
voluntarily recognize Indigenous 
land?
To say thank you - every year - for 
where we live and work? 



We all reside on Indigenous Territory

We want to try something different.

Private property, small businesses 
& events recognizing Indigenous 
land?  
Quietly revolutionary (we hope).



Reciprocity and First Nations across BC are working 
together to set up Indigenous-owned Reciprocity 
Trusts.

Reciprocity payments collected from homeowners, 
renters and business-owners in B.C. are deposited 
straight into the relevant Regional Reciprocity Trust. 

Reciprocity Nations receive revenue based 
on allocations agreed upon in Reciprocity 
Trust Agreements and decide how to use 
their allocated funds based on a set of 
Nation-determined priorities.

We are all here to stay; but our belonging can be based on reciprocity



1%

Reciprocity Payments are based on the 1% 
model. 
For homeowners, the total recommended 
payment is equal to approximately 1% of your 
property taxes per month (12% of your annual 
property tax). 
For renters, the recommended payment is 
equivalent to 1% of your monthly rent. 
For business owners, we follow the 1% 
Pledge which commits 1% of profits, shares, 
time and/or product. 



Douglas Treaties: Rental Agreements?



Every year, on July 1st, we 
pay property taxes to our 
municipality knowing that 
none of that value is 
returned to the First 
Nations whose traditional 
lands we live on.

We recognize that residential 
development and private 
property ownership remain a 
major impact to Indigenous 
wellbeing and that our 
governments won’t touch 
private property in 
reconciliation processes. 

That means it’s up to each of 
us to uphold a form of 
reciprocity that was 
committed to in the Douglas 
Treaties: making annual rent 
payments to the Indigenous 
Nations whose lands we live 
and work on.

The property value of homes has doubled over the past 15 years. 

The Money Case



Welcome to Craig’s home. 
(Craig is Reciprocity’s founder ☺ )

Craig’s property is assessed at $940,000

 Craig’s property taxes are $4,100

So Craig contributes $492 
($4,100*1%*12) to the South Island 
Reciprocity Trust

Homeowner 
Scenario



Financial 
Scenario
Financials are driven mainly by 
population, house price, 
participation rate (critical), % 
calculation of Reciprocity 
payment 

Assuming 5% of 170,000 houses (8,500) participate, with a 
$800k average home value, 12% of annual property tax as a 
basis for payment, and 10% Reciprocity costs.

In this scenario, annual 
Indigenous revenue from private 
property = $3,825,000 net 





Reciprocity 
Map

The grey pins show pledges, while 
the coloured pins show properties 
and businesses that are actively 
making reciprocity payments.

Explore the map at 
https://reciprocitytrusts.ca/reciprocity-map 
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Admin
Structure







We hope you’ll join 
us in building new 
relationships to 
restore the 
ecological and 
cultural health of the 
places we all call 
home. 



reciprocitytrusts.ca

Thank you for your time. 
We hope you’ll have questions.

Sarah Reid, Executive Director
sarah@reciprocityconnects.ca
778.874.022  

Dorothy Hodgins, Communications & 
Engagement Coordinator
dorothy@reciprocityconnects.ca 
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