James Bay Neighbourhood Association

General Monthly Meeting
Wed October 9, 2024
7:00pm to 9:00pm via ZOOM

1. Trevor Moat in Chair. The meeting acknowledged the traditional territories of
the Lekwungen-speaking peoples, including the Songhees and Esquimalt
Nations.

A minor change to the agenda was announced, with an update on the petition
for the gas station at the corner of Menzies and Michigan to be included.

2. Councillor Jeremy Caradonna is unable to join us this evening.

3. The special presentation of the evening was with Gregor Craigie, the host of
the CBC radio morning show and author of "On Borrowed Time: North America's
Next Big Quake."

Earthquake Risk and Infrastructure Vulnerability

Gregor discussed the inevitability of a major earthquake in Victoria, emphasizing
that it's not a matter of if, but when. He explained that scientists have identified
three types of earthquakes that could affect the area and noted that the odds of a
major damaging earthquake in the next 50 years are roughly one in three. He also
discussed the potential for catastrophic damage and loss of life in

Victoria due to earthquakes.

Gregor highlighted the successful school seismic retrofit program, but
acknowledged that it has not been completed as quickly as desired, leaving some
schools vulnerable to earthquakes. Gregor also discussed various infrastructure
projects and their impacts on communities, expressing concern about the
vulnerability of many buildings, particularly old brick structures, to seismic events.

He shared a comprehensive seismic report commissioned by the City of Victoria,
which predicted significant damage to buildings in the event of a major earthquake.

Preparing for Natural Disasters and Earthquakes

Gregor emphasized the importance of being prepared for natural disasters,
particularly earthquakes, in Victoria. He encouraged residents to have an
emergency kit in their homes and highlighted the value of building stronger social
connections as neighbour rely on one another in disasters.

He discussed the early warning system developed by Ocean Networks Canada,
which uses undersea detectors to pick up initial seismic activity.

Community Q&A

e A concern was raised about the city's plan to build high-density developments in
areas that might be prone to tsunamis and poor soil conditions. Gregor agreed,
noting that soil type and inundation are crucial factors. It was agreed on the



need for proper planning and resource allocation to mitigate the risks associated
with increased density.

e A community member expressed concerns about the potential for a significant
tsunami hitting our community based on recent seismic research findings, and
emphasized the need for evacuation plans within a 20-minute window.

e Gregor mentioned that scientists are discovering more shallow crustal faults,
which can create localized tsunamis, and emphasized the importance of focusing
on the more likely offshore tsunami. On the City of Victoria website is a map
identifying high tsunamis risk in this area.

e Community members stressed the need for ongoing focus on disaster
preparedness. The issue of food security on the island was also discussed we
were the financial implications of natural disasters, particularly earthquakes.

e The lack of rail infrastructure was a concern as rail transportation is more readily
repaired after a disaster than road infrastructure.

e Also discussed was the likelihood of ad hoc rescue services in the event of a
major earthquake.

e The members expressed appreciation to Gregor Craigie for his research and his
engaging discussion.

4. The Unfinished Gas Station on Menzies Street

Jen Reimer, a James Bay resident, presented a PowerPoint about the state of the
gas station on Menzies Street. Ms. Reimer reported that the renovations of the gas
station started in 2017 when Save on Gas closed. Despite intermittent renovations,
the site is not yet complete.

According to the presenter, as long as a property owner makes effort to complete a
renovation, there is not ability for the City to intervene. The owner of this site has
been making minor efforts on a monthly basis to meet the requirements of the
existing bylaw. A petition with over one thousand signatures, highlighting the city's
bylaws that have been violated, was presented to Mayor and Council.

Ms. Reimer also noted the recently erected but unsafe scaffolding. and potential for
further delays. Jen also suggested that the City incorporate stronger language in
the existing bylaws that would address the issues.

A member emphasized his view about the need to protect properties from being
abandoned for too long.

5. Community Comments
e A community member expressed concerns about the lack of consultation and
process for developments in Quebec, Montreal, and Kingston. She also
questioned the accuracy of a new 14-story development's height and its
impact. The member was encouraged to directly communicate concerns to
Council members and the Mayor, as well as connect with community
members, and write letters to make concerns known.

Cruise Ship Emissions
e There was a question about ongoing particulate matter monitoring. Two Board
members who had participated in the JBNA monitoring of traffic volume, noise



levels and emissions noted that there was a lack of correlation between cruise
ship visits and high particulate matter counts. Cruise ships burn higher quality
fuel in port, switching to heavier fuel when leaving port. One of the Board
mentioned that high particulate levels were observed when there were wildfires
in Washington State.

Traffic Concerns

e A member expressed concerns about the possibility of a pedestrian plaza at 5
Corners that would block Simcoe east of Menzie, thus increasing traffic
congestion in adjacent streets. As there are no firm plans in place, it was
suggested that this could be discussed at a future meeting with someone from
the City’s traffic department.

Chat:

00:53:20 Alan Lawrence: So when the tsunami comes, how do we evacuate?
01:03:06 Kirk Buhne: The other issue with earthquakes is that they are often followed by
fires. People often have candles lit that topple. Sprinkler systems no longer work as water
mains break. The new 6 storey wood buildings will be at fire risk, without elevators, without
water. Less abled people will have trouble getting away from the fires. James Bay needs to
plan for this with new buildings.

01:05:22 Kirk Buhne: Lisbon in 1750 had a quake that toppled buildings, then the fires
started, then people took refuge on the beach and a tsunami came! We need to plan so that
when the quake happens we are in a better state of readiness

01:05:51 Denise: We tried to have an earthquake emergency shut off valve installed
for our gas meter as fire prevention, but no one on the island seems to know anything about
this. Coming from the SF Bay Area, these were standard. Does anyone have any info on who
installs these devices?

01:07:28 Kirk Buhne: Lisbon had a medieval maze of street which caused problems with
fire wagons.... We must plan for access and exit to the James Bay peninsula as we have limited
road access

01:08:25 Kirk Buhne: Replying to "We tried to have an ..."

All gas meters have shut off valves n you only need a wrench

01:10:40 Denise: Replying to "We tried to have an ..."

Thank you Kirk. ’'m more interested in the valve that shuts off the gas automatically when
shaking is detected.

01:20:32 Kirk Buhne: Earthquake insurance has gone up in cost drastically in the past
decade with higher premiums and also much higher deductibles. | had earthquake insurance
until a year ago when | saw that the insurance had little value. The trick is to make our buildings
stronger AND see that our government keeps infrastructure in resilient condition.



01:21:47 Alan Lawrence: You want to take public transport when the emergency
comes? Good Luck.

01:22:59 Kirk Buhne:  We need redundancy in transportation. Rail could be an option
when roads are ruined or overwhelmed in the months after a disaster

01:24:12 kathleen bligh: The goal is to have you in your zone/ 15 minute city zone. No
cars.No mobility for us. Earthquakes fires etc lead to them be able to redesign cities....like Maui
01:24:30 Alan Lawrence: The last tsunami warning we had was at 4.01 am. By 4:30,
all roads out were blocked.

01:27:25 Kelly Drabit: Please do think about an expert advocate

01:27:58 Kelly Drabit: Thank you very much

01:28:04 Kelly Drabit:  Great presentation

01:43:43 kathleen bligh: | don’t understand why he doesn’t want to build.

01:44:07 kathleen bligh: He must be losing money?

01:48:14 JBNA: jbna@jbna.org

01:50:59 Kelly Drabit: Regarding neglected properties- owners need to address rat
population

01:56:30 Priscilla Tumbach: | will be addressing Corinne's point as well.

01:56:38 JBNA: | think it's worth pointing out some residents of James Bay may be in
support of this development. The JBNA does not represent all of James Bay.

01:57:37 kathleen bligh: Jeremy Caraddona is not on the peoples side.

02:06:05 Kelly Drabit:  Many residents feel very betrayed by Mr Caraddona.

02:08:45 Priscilla Tumbach: | can do that

02:16:12 Bob Vander Steen:  Particulate matter monitors

02:16:14 Bob Vander Steen:  https://jbna.org/particulate-matter-monitors/

02:16:22 JBNA: Reacted to "https://jbna.org/par..." with

02:16:40 Bob Vander Steen: 2 currently active - 1 gvha and 1 JB resident

02:18:01 Bob Vander Steen:  correction 2 are JB residents

02:20:38 Kirk Buhne: The closure of a lane on Simcoe St for a Covid pedestrian lane
has not been at all supported by neighbours on adjacent streets. City staff have made claims
about support for the pedestrian lane and loss of parking that are not true. Neighbours do not
support the Simcoe enhanced pedestrian lane.



